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Characteristics of the National Health Data Stewardship Entity (NHDSE)
The mission of the national health data stewardship entity is to set uniform operating rules and standards for sharing and aggregating public and private sector data on measures of quality and cost of care (efficiency).  The NHDSE would assume no direct role or responsibility in data aggregation.  The entity should strive to align its goals and activities with the IOM’s six aims for improving health care; that health care should be safe, effective, patient-centered, timely, efficient, and equitable.  In order to ensure the credibility and trustworthiness of the entity, its authority should be clearly established – such as the National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act
, through Congressional mandate, or similar mechanism that requires stakeholder input in a transparent manner.  In carrying out its information gathering and decision-making processes, the entity should meet the following characteristics, which are based in part on the characteristics of the SEC's Financial Accounting Standards Board:

1. Objective - Be objective in its decision-making and have the ability to preclude placing any particular interest above the interests of many.
2. Independent - Have a governing structure that is independent of all other business and professional organizations.
3. Knowledgeable - Demonstrates knowledge and expertise in the area of health care delivery, data management, and security or acceptable proxy for this.
4. Responsive - Insure input and use from key experts who possess knowledge of health care quality assessment, health data transmission, IT standards, physician and hospital systems design and a concern for the public interest in matters of health care quality analysis, reporting, and patient privacy.  Represent key stakeholder groups that are measured and users of this information.  
5. Trustworthy - Is recognized as a trustworthy organization by multi stakeholder groups.
6. Adaptable - Be flexible enough to address issues and key stakeholder needs as the market evolves.
7. Transparent - Have an existing stable infrastructure for consensus decision making that is transparent and involves the broad stakeholder communities.
8. Timely - Have the ability to carry out activities and achieve goals in a timely manner.
9. Collaborative - Have the ability to engage and work with other organizations to ensure effective implementation of rules and standards.
10. Sustainable - Have adequate resources to meet long and short term goals.
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